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Reviewed by Suzanne Koptur

L, alu udcU 1L ad a SUPPICLLICLILAL LEXL 10D UIE generdal CCOI0gy
course we teach at Florida International University |1 s
light-hearted, well-rounded, and highly readable’ ( ;ju:oting
from a 1995 review I wrote), but a little light
on the treatment of plants and the historical
literature. Professors in Environmental Studies
used it for the textbook for the Ecology of

- South Florida course, as it provided a concise
introduction to all the habitats as well as a
brief history of the geology and climate of the
area. [ am happy to report that in its second
edition, it has gotten even better!

The author, an independent ecologist,
agreed to teach one semesters offering of that
course, and used his experience in teaching
to guide the revision of his book. He has done
a wonderful job. Though still highly readable,
the book is now replete with references on
every topic, so that interested readers can go to the sources he

" used, and learn more about every aspect of Everglicles coalogy
Each habitat has a plant list, and refers readers 1o releyvan!
up-to-date resources for plant distributions, conservaton
status, and illustrations. A new section on food webs helps the
reader understand the importance of all the different habitats to
the functioning of the ecosystem. The final section of the book
reviews the influences of humans on the Everglades, including
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A New Method of Propagation for Ziziphus celata
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cuttings are generally taken only when the parent plant
is in severe decline. For these reasons, micropropagation
technology still holds promise for the restoration of the
species-and should be examined further to determine
viable rooting and acclimatization procedures. @

Literature Cited:
Burkhardt, S., T. Race., and C. Weekley. 1997. Breeding system of the rare Florida
endemic, Ziziphus celata. Report to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Vero Beach, FL.

Delaney, K.R., R.P. Wunderlin, and B.F. Hansen. 1989. Rediscovery of Ziziphus celata
(Rhamnaceae). Sida 13:325-330.

Godt, M.W., T. Race, and J.L. Hamrick. 1997. A population genetic analysis of
Ziziphus celata, an endangered Florida shrub. Journal of Heredity 88:531-533.

Judd, W.S. and D. W. Hall. 1984. A new species of Ziziphus (Rhamnaceae)
from Florida. Rhodora 86:381-387.

St T s N e
EVERGLADES
HANDBOOR

Uinderstancing the Ecosystem

Thomes F. Loglae

R oA PREAE

(Planis ana animais). yvater and 1ts movement determines
what habitats exist and what organisms live there, and non-
native humans transformed much of Florida over the last
century with canals and draining flooded
areas for agriculture and habitation. The author
discusses Everglades restoration in a way every-
one can understand, especially after his earlier
explanations of geology and the aquifer system
underlying the state.

Tom Lodge confides to his readers that he
can understand the urge that many people have
to collect things from nature, but says that once
he learned to photograph things in nature, that
urge subsided. The book has beautiful photos,
mostly of animals and landscapes, but there
are some distinctive plants, and the beautiful
diagrams and maps convey the orderly complex-
ity of habitat differentiation based on elevational
chifferences of a few inches. After reading this book, who
wouldn' want to visit this wonderful ‘river of grass™? And
for st visitors to the Everglades, eco-tourists, ecology
students, and long-time residents of Florida, a better book
for understanding the history and challenges to this ecosystem
has probably not been written. &

Suzanne Koptur is Professor of Biological Sciences at Florida International
University, Miami, Florida.
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