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EDP 6276 Human Development: Childhood and Adolescence

Professor:  
Dr. Martha Pelaez

Phone: 

348-2090; EB 242-B

Website:

http://www.fiu.edu/~pelaeznm/

Fall

2016
Class Hrs:  
Thursdays  5:00–7:40 pm AHC4-202
Office Hrs:
Mondays 2:00–4:30 pm



Thursdays 2:00–4:30 pm 



By Appointment

GENERAL CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

"Advanced course on the principles of human development in biopsychosocial and learning terms; in depth study of infancy, childhood, and adolescence; emphasizes research and applications to a broad range of educational and psychological problems and learning processes."
This course offers an overview of Developmental Child Psychology focusing on three areas: theory, research and applications (early interventions).  It emphasizes the processes responsible for developmental change and the complexities of infant and early child development from a behavior-analytic systems approach (a learning perspective).  Genetics, hereditary influences, physical development, neurological, perceptual, and emotional development, as well as the learning processes involved are studied. Contemporary issues and educational practices related to parenting, child abuse, school violence, peer relations, behavioral disorders, and moral development are examined. This course is organized topically and provides a view of sequences of changes that children experience within each developmental domain (i.e., cognitive, social, language). Student participation and in-class presentations of a topic assigned are required.
REQUIRED READING:

Novak, G. & Peláez (2004, and in review). Child and Adolescent Development:  A Behavior Systems Approach. Sage Publications.

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th Ed. or recent).  Washington, D. C.:  American Psychological Association.
Note: Additional Reading materials related to textbook will be provided by instructor during the term.
REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION

Reading from the assigned textbook is required. Also, selected supplementary reading from scientific journals will be used to introduce new topics and to provide students with the foundation of underlying learning principles and knowledge of child and adolescent social and cognitive development.  You will be responsible for the text chapter and journal reading due on the days listed and review/reaction paper on each chapter.  Classes will be treated as a seminar; first segment of the class will be dedicated to questions asked to the students about the reading due that day, discussion on the assigned reading and students' reactions to it; the second segment of the class is dedicated to lecture and students' in-class presentations.


Class discussion and dialog between students and instructor actively involve the analysis, comparison, integration, application and communication of the reading material.


Students’ in-class presentations of a specific topic assigned by instructor are used as a tool of self-discovery, reflection, and motivation.  Students become highly motivated on the topics assigned.  Students' ultimate goal is to write a review of each chapter in the text and report an assigned theme in their “in-class-presentation.”
Exams:

There will be two in-class essay exams (close book). The exam will be on issues discussed in class and/or in the reading material for the assigned chapters.   The instructor will give a pool of potential questions to all the students a few days before the exam.
Term Paper/Chapter Review
Every student must prepare one term paper covering the topics assigned by your instructor by the third week of classes.  Paper topics will include those on the textbook chapters.  The term paper will be based on required review of the literature, recommended, and other supplementary reading suggested by the instructor, reflection and review of material.   The course assignment will be a 15-page paper pertinent to the material assigned. This final review paper should be prepared according to the APA manual guidelines and will be graded mainly in accord with the following dimensions: 

(a) Appropriateness of the current literature reviewed and documentation of findings; 33%

(b) Emphasis and quality of elaboration on the topic assigned (i.e., issues, comparisons, analysis of existing research findings and the various integrative views with the behavior-analytic approach outlined in your textbook); 33% 

(c) Clear examples and applications—illustrations, tables, graphs included in this chapter; 33%

To ensure the students' success on this assignment, the student’s comprehensive review will be written in steps:

(1) After the topics have been assigned and paper explained by instructor, each week students will write a minimum of 2-page review of each chapter and prepare a list of references (primary book as source and recent journal articles) that correspond to each chapter. Your final paper will be the result of a cumulative set of reviews of chapters during the semester.

The final review/paper will be on the date specified in the syllabus.  Your paper together with your presentation will be worth 36% of the final grade.

In-Class Presentation and Assignments
Students must make an in-class powerpoint presentation on the topic assigned. The presenter should be considered the "local expert" on the material.  As such, he/she should be prepared to make clear an instructive presentation and to lead a discussion and answer questions afterwards.  Student should prepare his/her presentations ahead of time, being careful to link the material presented to issues concerning developmental psychology and videos as examples.  Student may speak using notes (in index cards) or overhead transparencies.  Students are expected to organize the presentation carefully and to state his/her conclusions at the end. Presentations will be evaluated based on (1) the accuracy of the material covered in the powerpoint presentation (content and references cited) and (2) the students’ handling/ monitoring of the discussion and answering the instructor’s and students’ questions.

Assignments: All students should bring to class the weekly assignment consisting of a two-page analysis (reflection, critical thinking, insights, editing, evaluation and synthesis) of the most relevant aspects of the reading material (the chapter due that day). Please bring a printed copy to class on the due day for discussion and points.  No make ups will be accepted. 
Grading:
The course grade will be based on the two exams (20% each= 40%); the final term paper/review (30%) and in-class presentation (6%); each chapter review assignment (3%). No make-up exams or assignments are accepted. Assignments will received up to 2 points each (2%= 2 X 12= 24% max) towards the final grade. Total = 100 points.
Calendar
DATE


TOPIC






Reading Due:

Aug 25


Overview of Course requirements



Chap 1 N&P




Introduction to Developmental Psychology



Sep 1


Modern Developmental Theories: Behavioral Systems







Behavior Development Approach



Chap 2 N&P

Sep 08


Developmental Theories




Chap 2 continues and



Hereditary Influences on Development


Chap 3 N&P



Your individual paper topic/chapter will be assigned by Professor
Sep 15


Prenatal Development and Birth



Chap 3 & 4 N&P

Sep 22


Newborns and Readiness for Life Learning


Chap 4 N&P

Sep 29


Habituation and Respondent Learning


Chap 5 N&P

Oct 06


Operant Learning 




Chap 6 N&P

Oct 13


Cognitive Development




Chap 7 N&P




Intelligence: Measuring Mental Performance




Students’ PRESENTATIONS begin

Oct 20


MIDTERM Exam in Class


Oct 27


Development of Language and Communication

Chap 8 N&P




and Language Deficits





Nov 03


Social and Emotional Development



Chap 10 N&P
Nov 10


Aggression, Altruism, and Moral Development

Chap 11 N&P




Development of Antisocial Behaviors












Students’ presentations


Nov 17


REVIEW PAPER DUE TO INSTRUCTOR (HARD COPY)



Socio-emotional Development



Chap 10 N&P



Behavioral Disorders of Childhood & Adolescence

Chap 15 N&P 




Behavior-Analytic treatments


Chapter 16 New




Students’ Presentations






Review of Final Exam questions

November 24

Thanksgiving

Dec 01


In-class EXAM BASED ON ASSIGNED QUESTIONS



Pending Students’ Presenations
Dec 08


Final Paper/Project Due for uploading on TASK STREAM

	Evaluating:
	IN CLASS PRESENTATION:
Indicators

· Communicates knowledge of subject matter in a comprehensive manner that facilitates understanding.

· Shows current knowledge of scientific research and seminal publications in the specialty area.

· Can compare and contrast different theoretical approaches and interventions in the subject area.
TERM PAPER:


(Papers that receive a minimum of 90% of the total points)

· The paper thoroughly compares and contrasts learning theory with other learning theoretical approaches (e.g., cognitive, affective) and cites contemporary literature.
· The paper critically analyzes the subject assigned based on research.

· The paper thoroughly provides a comprehensive and in-depth review of the literature and current research in the field and uses previously acquired knowledge and background literature to link new knowledge.

· The paper targets and identifies multiple successful interventions that can be used to prevent and treat developmental problems.

· The analysis reflects alternative strategies to develop concepts, principles, and/or interventions, and provides a rationale for selecting those methods.

· The paper is very well written, well organized, has thorough transitions between sections, uses correct grammar, punctuation, headings, good syntax and follows APA style.            ACCEPTABLE

Papers that reflect a minimum of 75% of the total points

· The paper adequately compares and contrasts learning theory with other learning theoretical approaches (e.g., cognitive, behavioral) and cites the literature
· The paper critically analyzes the subject assigned.

· The paper provides a satisfactory review of the literature and current research in the field and uses previously acquired knowledge and background literature to link new knowledge.

· The paper targets and identifies some successful research and interventions that can be used to prevent and treat developmental problems.

· The analysis reflects a few alternative strategies to develop concepts, principles, and/or interventions, and provides a rationale for selecting those methods.

· The paper is fairly well written, organized, has transitions between sections, uses mostly correct grammar, punctuation, and syntax and follows APA style.
NOT ACCEPTABLE: Plagiarism
Papers that receive less than 75% of the total points.

· The paper compares and contrasts learning theory with other learning theoretical approaches (e.g., cognitive, affective) in a limited manner or not at all.

· The paper provides a limited or no analysis of the subject assigned.

· The paper provides a limited review of the literature and research in the field and does no reflect use of previously acquired knowledge and background literature to link new knowledge.

· The paper targets and identifies only a few or no interventions that can be used to prevent and treat developmental problems.

· The analysis reflects a limited number or no alternative strategies to develop concepts, principles, and/or interventions, and provides obscure rationale for selecting those methods.

· The paper is not well written, lacks good organization, and does not provide logical transitions between sections.  Grammar, punctuation and syntax and APA style are unsatisfactory,


	
	


Grading Scale:

The course grade will be based on the two essay exams (final 

=30 % each) and the term paper (30%); class presentation (10%). 

Grades = points will be assigned based on the following distribution:

      100 - 95 = A  (4.00 grade points) excellent; superior

       94 - 90 = A- (3.67 grade points) very good

       89 - 87 = B+ (3.33 grade points) with merit; good

       86 - 84 = B  (3.00 grade points) good

       83 - 80 = B- (2.67 grade points) satisfactory

       79 - 77 = C+ (2.33 grade points) minimum satisfactory

       76 - 70 = C  (2.00 grade points) unsatisfactory
       < 70 = D (1.67 grade points) failing grade
