
EDP 6276 Human Development: Childhood and Adolescence

Professor:  
Dr. Martha Pelaez

Email: 

Martha.Pelaez@fiu.edu

Phone:              305-348-2090
Office:

ZEB 242-B

Website:
faculty.fiu.edu/~pelaeznm
Website 2: 
https://case.fiu.edu/about/directory/profiles/pelaez-martha.html
Canvas Link:
https://canvas.fiu.edu/
Term:

Fall 2020
Class Hrs:  
Thursdays 5:00 to 7:00 P.M.
Office Hrs:
By Appointment Only
GENERAL CATALOG DESCRIPTION:

"Advanced course on the principles of human development in biopsychosocial and learning terms; in-depth study of infancy, childhood, and adolescence; emphasizes research and applications to a broad range of educational and psychological problems and learning processes."
This course offers an overview of Developmental Child Psychology focusing on three areas: theory, research and applications (early interventions). This class emphasizes the processes responsible for developmental change and the complexities of early childhood social and cognitive development from a behavioral systems approach (a learning perspective).  The course covers genetics, hereditary influences, physical development, neurological, perceptual, and emotional development. The course examines contemporary applied issues and educational practices related to parenting, child abuse, school violence, peer relations, behavioral disorders, and moral development. This course is organized topically and provides a view of sequences of changes that children experience within each developmental domain (i.e., cognitive, social, language). Student participation and in-class presentations of a topic assigned are required.
REQUIRED READING:
Novak, G. & Pelaez (2004). Child and Adolescent Development:  A Behavior Systems Approach. Sage Publications. (Recently updated chapters will be provided by Professor).
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th Ed. or newer). Washington, D. C.:  American Psychological Association.

Note: Additional references for journal articles and books will be continuously provided by your instructor during the term.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Reading from the assigned textbook is required. You are also required to read at least one supplementary research article published in a scientific journal. This reading material will be used in class to discuss new topics and recent findings on child and adolescent social and cognitive development. Each week, you will be responsible for summarizing the chapter due that week (at least one page). Classes will be treated as a seminar. The first segment of the class will be dedicated to questions asked to the students about the reading due that day and discussion on their assignments. The second segment of the class will be dedicated to the instructor’s lecture and students' in-class PowerPoint presentations (via Zoom).


The class discussion and dialogue between students and instructor involve the analysis, comparison, integration, application, and communication of the reading material and journal articles assigned weekly. Again, you are responsible for writing a summary of the chapter due each week. This written assignment should also include a brief description of one new research article published within the last five years related to the chapter.

All students will create an in-class PowerPoint presentation on a specific topic assigned to them by the instructor. The same topic will be used as the basis for the term paper. The students’ in-class presentation serves as a tool for self-discovery, reflection, and motivation. Students become highly motivated on their topic assigned. 
EVALUATION OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Assignments: The weekly assignment consists of the following: after you have read the chapter assigned due that week, you should identify a topic of your preference in that chapter and conduct a literature review on that particular topic. You should identify a research study published within the last five years. I encourage you to use the FIU library (Psych Info and ERIC) for your search to garner access to the full article which you should also enclose.
You should summarize this article in at least one page. In this process, you should describe: (1) the main purpose of the study; (2) the method/procedures; (3) the main research findings; and (4) the connection of the results to the chapter due that week. The weekly assignments (12) will be worth 30% of your final grade.

In-Class Presentation. You are required to make an in-class PowerPoint presentation on the topic assigned (15-20 slides plus references; only 10 slides max will be presented in class orally via Zoom. The total delivered for the final submission should be no more than 20 slides). As the presenter, you will be considered the "local expert" on the topic assigned. As such, you should be prepared to make a clear an instructive presentation and to co-lead a discussion and answer questions afterward with the instructor. You should prepare this presentation ahead of time, being careful to link the material presented (i.e., graphs, diagrams, notes in APA inside the PowerPoint, and references listed in APA) to discuss issues concerning developmental behavior analysis systems (consult textbook). You may speak using notes. You are expected to organize the presentation carefully and to state your conclusions at the end. 
Professor will evaluate your presentation based on: (1) the accuracy of the material covered in the PowerPoint presentation (content and scientific references cited); (2) your handling and monitoring of the discussion and answering the instructor’s questions. The final revised PowerPoint presentation will be worth 30% of your final grade. You should revise and submit this presentation on Canvas on the date listed on the calendar. 

Midterm Exam:  As your midterm exam, you should compile in one single document all the assignments up to this point (from chapters 1 to 6). Specifically, this midterm report should be a total of at least eight-pages: (1 page) cover page, (at least 6 pages) article discussions, (1 page) references. You must include the references of the articles at the end following APA style. Worth 20% of your final grade.

Final Exam: As your final exam, you should compile in one single document all the assignments up to this point (for chapters 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 15). Specifically, this midterm report should be a total of at least eight-pages: (1 page) cover page, (at least 6 pages) article discussions, (1 page) references. You must include the references of the articles at the end following APA style. Worth 20% of your final grade.
GRADING: 

The course grade will be based on 12 weekly assignments (30% of the final grade); two exams (20% each = 40% of the final grade); and an in-class PowerPoint presentation via Zoom. Your presentation should be revised and uploaded to Canvas by the end of the term (30% of the final grade). Total = 100 points. 
No make-up exams or make-up assignments will be accepted. The professor reserves the rights to deliver intermittent extra points for participation.
Grading Scale:

	Grades = points will be assigned based on the following distribution:

	100 - 95 = A (4.00 grade points) excellent; superior

	94 - 90 = A- (3.67 grade points) very good

	89 - 87 = B+ (3.33 grade points) with merit; good

	86 - 84 = B (3.00 grade points) good

	83 - 80 = B- (2.67 grade points) satisfactory

	79 - 77 = C+ (2.33 grade points) minimally satisfactory

	76 - 70 = C (2.00 grade points) unsatisfactory

	< 70 = D (1.67 grade points) failing grade


	Evaluation Indicators
	In-class Presentation:
· Communicates knowledge of the subject matter in a comprehensive manner that facilitates understanding.

· Shows current knowledge of scientific research and seminal publications in the specialty area.

· Can compare different theoretical approaches and interventions in the subject area.
PowerPoint Presentation:

Presentations that receive a minimum of 90% of the total points: A
· The presentation excels at critically analyzing the subject assigned based mainly on new research findings in the area.

· The presentation thoroughly provides a comprehensive and in-depth understanding of the behavior-analytic literature and current research in the developmental field. Student uses background literature to link new knowledge, new reports, and to integrate points and findings.

· The presentation is extremely well written, well organized, has thorough transitions between sections, uses correct grammar, punctuation, headings, good syntax, and follows proper APA style.            
Presentations that receive less than 90% and more than 80%: B

· The presentation analyzes the subject assigned based on research findings in the area.

· The presentation provides a comprehensive understanding of the behavior-analytic literature and research in the developmental field. Student uses background literature to link new knowledge, new reports, and to integrate points and findings.

· The presentation is organized, cites the research literature, and offers transitions between sections. The presentation has minor grammar mistakes of punctuation, headings, syntax, and displays minor APA style errors.            
Presentations that receive less than 80% of the total points: C
· The presentation provides a limited analysis of the subject assigned.

· The presentation provides a limited review of the literature and research in the field and does not reflect background of behavior-analytic research. 
· The presentation targets and identifies only a few or no interventions to prevent and treat developmental problems.

· The presentation is not well written. That lacks organization and does not provide logical transitions between sections. Grammar, punctuation, syntax, and APA style are unsatisfactory.

Plagiarism is NOT acceptable. Instead, you should cite and quote following APA guidelines. 



Academic Honesty: Academic honesty is the expected norm. Plagiarism, falsifying one’s reports, and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be referred to the University’s Committee on Academic Misconduct; this action that is required of all instructors. Regarding the consequences of dishonest academic practice, the instructor shall make an academic judgment about the participants’ grade on that work and in that course and shall report such incidents to the Primary Administrative Office. In addition, participants are expected to adhere to the code of ethics in the conduct of research and professional practice for school psychologists (http://www.nasponline.org/certification/ethics.html), early childhood, behavior analysts, and special educators (http://www.cec.sped.org/ps/ps-ethic.html). 

Attendance: This class requires that every student shows active participation. If you miss a class, you would be responsible for any material given or changes made during the class period. If you miss 2 classes or more, however, you may forfeit your opportunity to earn an A grade in the course.
Office of Disability and Health Services for Students: If you have a disability and need assistance, please notify me and/or contact the Office of Disability Services for Students (305-348-3532). Upon contact, the Office of Disability Services for Students will review your request and contact your professors or other appropriate personnel to make arrangements for appropriate reasonable accommodations and modifications and/or assistance. If you have health concerns, visit the FIU Health & Wellness website (https://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/health-and-fitness/index.php) which provides multi-faceted support for various health concerns. If you have any concerns regarding the COVID-19 situation please visit the FIU Coronavirus website (https://www.fiu.edu/coronavirus/) for updates.

	Calendar

	Date


	Topic
	Readings/Assignments Due

	August 27


	Overview of Course Requirements

Introduction to Developmental Psychology

	Introduction & Ch. 1

	September 3
	Modern Developmental Theories: Behavioral Systems Behavior Development Approach

	Ch. 2
Ch. 1 & 2 Assignments Due before Class

	September 10
	Behavior Genetics
Professor will Assign Topics for Presentations


	Ch. 3
Ch. 3 Assignment Due before Class

	September 17
	Prenatal Development and Birth:
Newborns and Readiness for Life Learning
Student’s Presentations Begin


	Ch. 4
Ch. 4 Assignment Due before Class

	September 24
	Habituation and Respondent Learning

	Ch. 5
Ch. 5 Assignment Due before Class

	October 1
	Operant Learning


	Ch. 6
Ch. 6 Assignment Due before Class

	October 8
	MIDTERM EXAM (Journal Article Descriptions)
	(Chs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6)

	October 15
	Cognitive Development: Piaget & Vygotsky


	Ch. 7

	October 22
	Cognitive Development & Behavioral Systems

	Ch. 7
Ch. 7 Assignment Due before Class

	October 29
	Development of Language, Communication, and Language Deficits


	Ch. 8
Ch. 8 Assignment Due before Class


	November 5
	Personality and the Self
	Ch. 9
Ch. 9 Assignment Due before Class

	November 12
	Socio-Emotional Development


	Ch. 10
Ch. 10 Assignment Due before Class

	November 19
	Aggression, Altruism, and Moral Development 

Development of Antisocial Behaviors


	Ch. 11

Ch. 11 Assignment Due before Class

	November 26
	THANKSGIVING WEEK
	No Class

	December 3
	Behavioral Disorders of Childhood & Adolescence
	Ch. 15
Ch. 15 Assignment Due before Class

	December 10


	FINAL EXAM. Last day to upload YOUR final assignments (8-page report) to Canvas
Last day to upload YOUR revised PowerPoint presentation (20 slides) to Canvas
	(Chs. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 15)


