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Charles II (1660‐1685)Charles II  (1660 1685)



CHARLES II’S REIGN

• May 8, 1660:  proclaimed king from the day of y , p g y
his father’s death (January 30, 1649)

• May 25, 1660: arrived at Dover, greeted by y , , g y
Monk, who had engineered his return

• Merciful in dealing w/ old Puritans



CHARLES II’S REIGN

Second Dutch War of 1665Second Dutch War of 1665
– Born of English and Dutch commercial and 
colonial rivalrycolonial rivalry

– a peace was negotiated 

1674:  dividing time in Charles II’s reign



CHARLES II’S REIGN

Results of the 1679 ParliamentaryResults of the 1679 Parliamentary 
elections
f d h l d b d• forced Charles to send James abroad

• disbanded his army

• new Privy Council members were his 
enemies, forced by Parliament, y

• passed Exclusionary Act, depriving James of 
thronethrone



CHARLES II’S REIGN

• Start of use of Whig & ToryStart of use of Whig & Tory

• The end of his monarchy was consumed with 
the issue of who would inherit the thronethe issue of who would inherit the throne



Changes during His ReignChanges during His Reign

• Brought a renewal of fine clothes & brightBrought a renewal of fine clothes & bright 
colors, a reaction against the drab colors of 
the Puritansthe Puritans

• Women began to paint their faces

M b l & l d i• Men began to wear long & curled wigs

• Smoking established itself as a social habit

• Royalists returning to England brought skate 
blades from Holland



London‐‐Major EventsLondon Major Events

1665: Bubonic plague (mostly in London)1665: Bubonic plague (mostly in London)

• 70,000 died

h l j b k i l d• was the last major outbreak in England

• is thought to have spread from the 
Netherlands

• transmitted via the bite of an infected flea

• infection of the lymph glands which become 
swollen and painful and are known as buboeswollen and painful and are known as buboe



Bubonic Plague BuboeBubonic Plague Buboe





Great Fire of LondonGreat Fire of London

• 16661666
• burned almost 1/3 of the city
• good results:• good results: 

– destroyed old, sunless houses
– sanitation was improved– sanitation was improved
– overcrowding relieved
– genesis of greater Londongenesis of greater London
– wider streets & spacious squares
– modern fire insurance dates from this timemodern fire insurance dates from this time



Map of the Great FireMap of the Great Fire



Coffee HousesCoffee  Houses



Revival of TheatresRevival of Theatres



James IIJames II
(1685‐1688)( )



JAMES II’S REIGNJAMES II S REIGN

• Early dealings with Parliament were veryEarly dealings with Parliament were very 
amiable

• 1st Declaration of Indulgences (1687)1 Declaration of Indulgences (1687)
– eliminated the Test Act & Oaths of Allegiance
– suspended penal laws in matters ecclesiasticalp p
– granted liberty of public worship to Catholics & 
dissenting Protestants

– very unpopular



THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION‐‐1688THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION 1688

• fear of a Roman Catholic kingdom andfear of a Roman Catholic kingdom and 
despotism much like France’s

• Commons’ argument:Commons  argument:
a)  James had “endeavored to subvert the constitution by 
breaking the original contract between king and people” 
and had therefore “abdicated” the throneand had therefore  abdicated  the throne

b) it was “inconsistent with the safety and welfare of this 
Protestant kingdom to be governed by a popish prince”

• Lords’
accepted Commons’ 2nd but not 1st argument



THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION‐‐1688THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION 1688

• December 11 1688: end of James II’s reignDecember 11, 1688:  end of James II s reign 
because he flees the country

• January 1689:  Parliament meets to decide
– James had abdicated by deserting his kingdom

– William & Mary declared King & Queen at the 
same time



WILLIAM (III) andWILLIAM (III) and 
MARY(II) (1688‐1702)MARY(II) (1688 1702)



WILLIAM (III) and MARY(II)’s REIGNWILLIAM (III) and MARY(II) s REIGN

• Was seen by the English as the only man toWas seen by the English as the only man to 
save Europe from the domination of France & 
poperypopery

• Spent a lot of time on European wars



WILLIAM (III) and MARY(II)’s REIGNWILLIAM (III) and MARY(II) s REIGN

• Declaration of RightsDeclaration of Rights
– Designed to ensure Parliament could function free 
from royal interference

– Limited the Sovereign’s power
– Reaffirmed Parliament’s claim to control taxation 
and legislation

– The Sovereign was not allowed to interfere with 
elections or freedom of speechelections or freedom of speech

– The exclusion of James II and his heirs was 
extended to exclude all Catholics from the throneextended to exclude all Catholics from the throne



WILLIAM (III) and MARY (II)’s REIGNWILLIAM (III) and MARY (II) s REIGN

– Monarch could not suspend laws passed byMonarch could not suspend laws passed by 
Parliament

– Proceedings in Parliament were not to be g
questioned in the courts or in any body outside 
Parliament itself

– Parliament had to be called frequently
• the Triennial Act passed in 1694

– Monarch could not maintain standing army in 
time of peace without Parliament’s consent 



WILLIAM (III) and MARY(II)’s REIGNWILLIAM (III) and MARY(II) s REIGN

• Bill of RightsBill of Rights
– Established the succession with the heirs of Mary 
II Anne and William III in that orderII, Anne, and William III in that order

– The Monarch was forbidden to establish his own 
courts or to act as a judge himselfcourts or to act as a judge himself

– The courts were forbidden to impose excessive 
bail or fines, or cruel and unusual punishments, p



WILLIAM (III) and MARY(II)’s REIGNWILLIAM (III) and MARY(II) s REIGN

• Toleration Act of 1689
– Freed dissenters from penalties for failing to attend 
services

– Gave all non‐conformists except Roman Catholics freedom p
of worship

• Act of Settlement (1701)
– further restricted the powers and prerogatives of the– further restricted the powers and prerogatives of the 
Crown:
parliamentary consent had to be given for the Sovereign to engage in 
war or leave the country

judges were to hold office on good conduct and not at royal 
pleasure, thus establishing judicial independence

barred any Catholic or anyone married to a Catholic from the throne



SOCIETAL CHANGES‐‐ECONOMYSOCIETAL  CHANGES ECONOMY

• Rise of capitalism: medieval ideas wereRise of capitalism:  medieval ideas were 
abandoned in favor of unfettered production 
of cheaper articles & competitive free tradeof cheaper articles & competitive free trade

• Stock Exchange incorporated

Th i f i i d lif i• The science of statistics made life insurance 
possible, thus making provisions for 
d d f d h i h b i l ddependants after death without buying land, 
hitherto the only means



SOCIETAL CHANGESSOCIETAL  CHANGES

• Bank of England– 1694Bank of England 1694
– Beginning of accumulation of national debt

Raised £1 200 000 from public and lent it to the– Raised £1,200,000 from public and lent it to the 
government at 8% interest

– As long as interest was paid principal did not have– As long as interest was paid, principal did not have 
to



SOCIETAL CHANGES‐‐RELIGIONSOCIETAL  CHANGES RELIGION

• DeismDeism
– 1st formulated by John Toland (1670–1722)

God rules the world by established lawsGod rules the world by established laws

Asserts that neither God nor his revelation is above the 
comprehension of human reason

Does not believe in the divinity of + or in the inspiration 
of the Bible

Cl i th t h i t b th hi f i f lifClaims that happiness to be the chief aim of life



SOCIETAL CHANGES‐‐PHILOSOPHYSOCIETAL  CHANGES PHILOSOPHY

• John Locke (1632‐1704)John Locke (1632 1704)
– empiricism:  all of our ideas ultimately derived 
from experiencefrom experience

– the existence of God is entirely demonstrable by 
the process of human reasonthe process of human reason

– argued for a broad (though not limitless) 
acceptance of alternative religious convictionsp g



SOCIETAL CHANGESSOCIETAL  CHANGES

• For the 1st time in 1,000 yrs. Christianity is onFor the 1 time in 1,000 yrs. Christianity is on 
the defensive

• Newton publishes Principia (1687)Newton publishes Principia (1687)
• Criminal law became harsher, in particular 
regarding crimes against propertyregarding crimes against property

• Invention of umbrella, made out of waxed silk 
or taffetaor taffeta

• Carpets had become a normal feature of good 
houseshouses



Anne  (1702‐1714)( )



ANNE I’S REIGNANNE I S REIGN
• English Jacobites planned the return of the Stuarts, but only after her 

deathdeath

• War of the Spanish Succession (1701‐14)
– fought among several European powers over the feared possible unification offought among several European powers over the feared possible unification of 

Spain and France under one monarch
– a series of military victories by John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough, 

strengthened England’s negotiating position at the end of the war
• Peace of Utrecht (1713):• Peace of Utrecht (1713):

– France recognized Anne’s title
– confirmed England’s possession of Gibraltar
– got back Dunkirk
– Pretender expelled from France

• 1707: union with Scotland ratified



SOCIETAL CHANGESSOCIETAL  CHANGES

• Change in the meaning of “industry”Change in the meaning of  industry

• Advent of the Industrial Revolution:  
increasingly yarn spinning began to be done inincreasingly yarn spinning began to be done in 
workshops rather than in country cottages

N fi l bli h d• Newspaper firmly established
– The Daily Courrant:  1st daily newspaper 




