Form for Requesting a Letter of Recommendation from Dr. Nelson

Please read the following in its entirety before completing this form.
1. Ask me in person (preferably) or via email if I would consider writing for you. I reserve the right to decline if I feel that I cannot write a strong letter on your behalf. This is not because I don’t like you; I may not be the best person to ask, or I may not be able in your timeframe. Whenever possible, allow 2-3 weeks for your letter writers as a courtesy.

2. Take the time to research your options and formulate a career plan. If you don’t know, ask. Get lots of advice from different people, especially those who have the degree/job you want. Do not ask me to write letters for positions that you might apply to.  My time is valuable. 
3. Send the final list of schools/jobs with this form. You need to include the addresses/contact info for each letter that you’ll need. I prefer to upload electronically whenever possible. Tell me if I will receive a link to submit my letter. This is important, since it could go to spam.
4. Send me your personal statement and/or supporting information for your application. Unfortunately, I cannot read minds. You can also include a list of attributes that make you the right choice for the position you are applying to. Think carefully about what you’d like me to say in my letter. 

5. Arrange an appointment with me (if possible) to further discuss your career goals. 

Requestor’s Name:



Academic email:







Alternative email:

Number of total letters needed:

Relevant scores (GRE, SAT, LSAT, MCAT):


If you have not taken the required exam, or have a low score, please explain:

Anticipated graduation date and degree (e.g., B.S./B.A.):


Current Major(s) and or Minor(s)/Specialization(s): 



Current Major GPA:


Overall GPA: 

List all courses you have taken with Dr. Nelson and the grade(s) you received, if applicable:

List time in semesters you have worked in the HANDS Lab, if applicable (note monkeys or kids):

Copy and paste the following information for each letter 

Contact information for letter (include even if letter can be sent electronically):

Deadline for letter:

Type of program applying for and degree (e.g., M.S., Ph.D.):

Does this program require an additional form? (If so, attach): 

Does this program allow electronic upload? (If so, note if link will be sent from application system):

Have you attached your personal statement/supporting information?

Describe any other relevant experience for this position/award:
Describe any attributes/personal circumstances/other information to be used in letter:
*Attach a CV (grad school) or resume (job)
*Attach your personal statement (grad school)

* If the letter must be mailed, provide a stamped addressed envelope. 
