Costs of Single-use Plastics Pollution in Florida

Preemption of single-use plastics regulation is hurting Florida
To compete for tourist dollars, Florida Legislature must allow regulation of the single-use
plastics that make up most of the litter on Florida’s beaches and waterways.

Plastics pollution is a drag on Florida’s economy

Tourism provides Florida with $112 billion annually and supports one in six jobs®. Plastics
pollution is already costing Florida significant income. A NOAA study of tourist attitudes shows
that tourism would be 8.1% higher (an extra ~$7 billion/year in Florida), if plastic trash were
eliminated from waterways and beaches, and 16-26% lower (a loss of ~$27 billion/year in
Florida) if plastic trash were to double?.

Destinations that compete with Florida, such as Jamaica and Bahamas, as well as beach
communities in Texas, South Carolina, and California, have recently banned single-use plastics.
Our direct competitors have found this strategy effective in protecting their tourist economies
and attracting high-value visitors.

The single-use plastics problem compounds. Visitors use a disproportionate quantity of single-
use plastics and generate twice as much plastics pollution as residents3. Increasing tourism
increases pollution in a negative feedback loop that discourages visitors and holds Florida’s
economy below its potential.

Harms from microplastics

Plastic trash in the water breaks down into microplastics that work their way up the food chain*
posing a significant health hazard to humans and the environment. Most concerning,
microplastics were recently detected in human placenta®. This finding raises the disturbing
likelihood that microplastics are inflicting the same harm on human fetuses as seen in other
creatures. In marine organisms where microplastics have been studied most extensively,
microplastics stunt growth®, reduce energy reserves’, and disrupt normal endocrine function®.

Recycling doesn’t solve the problem

Recycling does not and cannot prevent plastics pollution because recycling is inefficient at best
and fails to capture the litter stream that produces the greatest harm. Currently only 7% of
plastic bottles are recycled in Florida®. Studies show that only 10% of all plastics can be
recycled economically'® and the international market for recyclable plastics has dried up*.
Even minimally effective recycling and cleanup programs are increasingly expensive.

Allow local regulation of single-use plastics

Florida’s legislative preemption prevents communities from enacting laws that control single-
use plastic, hampering the state’s ability to compete for domestic and international tourist
dollars. The ban must be repealed to allow Florida to compete for domestic and international
tourists, and to protect the health of unborn children and the ecosystem we depend on.
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