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Axline, A Massive Undertaking: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers

	What is the main point of this reading?


	

	(a) How many miles of road are there in the interstate highway system and how much did it cost to build?
	

	(b) Which president signed the legislation creating the interstate highway program?
	

	(c) When did the federal government enact road legislation in the 20th century?
	

	(d) What was the motivation for the Federal Highway Act of 1956?  Was it primarily military?
	

	(e) What did the Federal Highway Act of 1956 call for?  What kind of highways did it envision?
	

	(f) How was highway building in Montana directed?  What organizations carried out the work?
	

	(g) How was the cost of Montana’s highway system split among levels of government?
	

	(h) When did construction begin and end on the Montana interstate highway system?
	

	(i) What were the primary problems encountered in the creation of the interstate highway system in Montana?
	

	(j) Who was Fred Quinnell, Jr.?
	

	(k) What role did public hearings play?
	

	(l) What does the author mean by “many Montanans did not understand what the interstates represented or the concept of controlled access”?
	

	(m)  What percentage of land for interstate right-of-way was obtained through litigation and condemnation?
	

	(n) What was the “million dollar cut”?
	

	(o) When and why did the interstate highway system change from one-lane to two-lane construction?
	

	(p) The author states that “the construction of the interstate highway system has been more transformative for Montana than any other single even in the postwar era.”  How did the interstate highway system transform Montana?
	


