Name: _______________________________  

Case 1 “The Quest for Sustainable Public Transit Funding”: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers

	What is the main point of this reading?


	

	(a) What is SEPTA?
	

	(b) What are the components of the SEPTA system?
	

	(c) What geographical areas does SEPTA serve?
	

	(d) What is the “boom-and-bust pattern” of SEPTA’s budget?
	

	(e) What is PennDOT?
	

	(f) What are the differences in the populations served in SEPTA’s service areas (that is, city versus suburbs)?
	

	(g) What percentage of Philadelphia workers use transit to go to work?  What percentage of suburban county workers use transit to go to work?
	

	(h) How do city and suburbs differ politically?
	

	(i) What is the difference between capital budget and operating budget?
	

	(j) What percentage of the SEPTA operating budget comes from fares and other income?
	

	(k) Has SEPTA raised fares?
	

	(l) What is ridership elasticity and why does it matter?
	

	(m)  What is the source of the subsidy for the operating budget?
	

	(n) How does SEPTA fund its capital budget?
	

	(o) What is the structure of taxes in Pennsylvania?
	

	(p) What is the rural-urban split in state taxation debates?
	

	(q) What was Act 44 and why was it important to transit funding?
	

	(r) What is the condition of bridges in Pennsylvania?
	

	(s) What happens to bridges that are deemed “structurally deficient”?
	

	(t) What does the case have to say about the age of SEPTA infrastructure and vehicles?
	

	(u) How does the election of 2010 affect transit funding politics?
	

	(v) What is the OCFT and why is it important?
	


