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Public Health Case 3 “When Cultures Collide”: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers

	What is the main point of this reading?


	

	(a) What made the Scott county outbreak different from earlier HIV outbreaks?
	

	(b) What four ways are there to transmit the AIDS virus?
	

	(c) As of 2012, what percentage of AIDS transmission cases were due to sharing of infected needles? How did that influence thinking about the Scott County outbreak?
	

	(d) What was the status of the AIDS epidemic in the US when the Scott County outbreak began? How did that influence thinking about the Scott County outbreak?
	

	(e) How is HepC related to AIDS?
	

	(f) How did the opioid epidemic affect the AIDS epidemic?
	

	(g) What are the pros and cons of needle exchange programs?
	

	(h) How common were needle exchange programs at the time of the Scott County outbreak? 
	

	(i) How was public health organized in Indiana? Was it well-funded?
	

	(j) Who was Jerome Adams?
	

	(k) How was the outbreak first identified?
	

	(l) What is Opana and how was it related to the epidemic?
	

	(m)  What were the characteristics of Scott County?
	

	(n) When did the ISDH formally begin its investigation into the outbreak and how many cases were there?  How many cases were eventually identified and by what date?
	

	(o) What problems were encountered in the effort to address the outbreak?
	

	(p) What was Adams’s approach to dealing with the public officials (like Governor Mike Pence) from whom he needed assistance to address the outbreak?
	

	(q) What was Mike Pence’s view of needle exchange programs?
	

	(r) What harm reduction strategies did officials consider?
	

	(s) Who was involved in the effort to address the outbreak?
	

	(t) What finally pushed officials to ask the governor for permission to proceed with needle exchange?
	

	(u) How did the governor respond to the petition for needle exchange?
	

	(v) What services did the Community Outreach Center provide?
	

	(w) What occurred when Chicago Recovery Alliance got involved in Scott County?  What does this tell you about the needle exchange program in Scott County?
	

	(x) Who was the typical patient in the outbreak?
	

	(y) What happen to the governor’s order to allow a temporary needle exchange?
	

	(z) What were the key provisions of the needle exchange bill that emerged from committee on April 23?
	


