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Environment Case 4 – Miami-Dade County and Sea Rise: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers

	What is the main point of this reading?


	

	(a) In what ways was the county violating the Clean Water Act?
	

	(b) What is the Biscayne Bay Waterkeeper Alliance and what did they want?
	

	(c) What are the four climate change phenomena that threaten low-lying regions?
	

	(d) How might Florida be affected by sea-level rise?
	

	(e) Why is south Florida so vulnerable to sea-level rise?
	

	(f) How does south Florida storm drainage system work?
	

	(g) What is WASD?
	

	(h) How do water and sewer rates in south Florida compare to elsewhere?
	

	(i) How much would it cost for the county’s water and sewer system to be fully repaired and compliant with all existing federal and state statutes?
	

	(j) What state laws did the county face?
	

	(k) What options did the county have for dealing with the issues raised in the case?
	

	(l) Who was Hal Wanless and what arguments did he make about responding to sea-level rise?
	

	(m)  Who was Douglas Yoder?
	

	(n) What was Yoder’s argument?
	

	(o) What was Rick Scott’s position on the matter?
	

	(p) What did the Task Force recommend?
	

	(q) What do you think the Mayor should recommend?
	


