Module Preface: Protecting the Environment – Nature and the Economy

	We live in an age when the conflict between protecting the environment and enhancing the economy looms large in the public’s mind.  Global warming is a contentious issue in the United States and on the international stage.  Environmentalists and climate scientists are becoming ever more shrill in their calls for action.  Media outlets regularly report the loss of glaciers, record heat levels, and disappearing icecaps.  At the same time, climate change is called a hoax.  Countries like the United States and China resist international agreements to control greenhouse gas emissions.  For some conservatives, economic catastrophe is the price of suggested policies to address global warming.  Furthermore, the suggested remedies for climate change involve radical extensions of government authority that violate the basic values of a free society.
	This conflict between the environment and the economy is not new.  In this section of the course, we will exam how the tension between these two public values emerged at key points in American history.  Since both economic growth and environmental protection are worthy of public support, how have Americans handled conflicts between the two.  Under what circumstances has one taken precedence over the other?  How do those engaged in public service frame the tradeoffs between them?  Might it be possible to reconcile the two?
	The first article on this topic (Stradling, “Perceptions of the Burning River”) examines how perceptions of the Cuyahoga River shifted during the mid-twentieth century.  Long seen as an economic asset, it suddenly emerged as a symbol of environmental degradation caused by industrial waste.  Ask yourself why that perception changed so radically?  What does that transformation tell you about the tradeoffs between the economy and the environment?
	The second article (Drake, “Skeptical Environmentalist”) focuses on one of the most outspoken conservatives of the twentieth century, Senator Barry Goldwater of Arizona.  Goldwater favored state and local authority and limited federal authority, private economic decision-making over public regulation, and voluntary efforts to address collective problems rather than governmental coercion.  But he was also an avid hiker and photographer who loved the dramatic landscape of the western United States.  Drake shows how these interests clashed over the course of Goldwater’s public career.  What might Goldwater’s example tell us about the possibilities for reconciling competing public values in the future?
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The case for this module (“Miami-Dade County and Sea Rise”) allows us to examine how these tensions play out in our own community even now.  How is public decision-making affected by environmental change?  How do local officials, citizens, and interest groups deal with the challenges posed by rising sea levels?  Since stopping sea level rise is not something that local government (or even state governments, or national governments acting alone) can achieve, what alternatives are there and how might those decisions be made?  Remember that public service often means making hard choices among options that may all be undesirable in some way.  What public service values will take precedence under such circumstances?

