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Merchant, Urban Environments: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers

	What is the main point of this reading?


	

	(a) What percentage of the US population lived in “urban” areas in 1800? 1860? 1920? 1970?  


	

	(b) In the nineteenth century, the US went through three stages of fuel usage/building materials/transportation: what were they?
	

	(c) Which state was the leading supplier of petroleum between 1900 and 1926?
	

	(d) In what ways was the automobile a “revolutionary” for cities? 
	

	(e) How did industrial development change the nature of labor in American cities?
	

	(f) How did immigration and industrialization influence living standards in cities?
	

	(g) Who was Jane Addams?
	

	(h) Who was Alice Hamilton?
	

	(i) What does the author mean by “a new perception of the city as wilderness”?
	

	(j) What were the ecological effects of urbanization in the 19th century?
	

	(k) Why might smoky cities have been considered a good thing in the 19th century?
	

	(l) What role did women play in the fight against urban air pollution?
	

	(m)   What remedies were proposed for urban air pollution?
	

	(n) How significant a problem were urban horses?
	

	(o) How did cities respond to the problem of urban garbage?
	

	(p) What was the nature of urban water pollution in the 19th century?
	

	(q) What role did the federal government play in water and sewer systems for cities in the 20th century?
	

	(r) How did suburbanization change the perception of cities?
	


