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Stradling, Perceptions of the Burning River: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers

	What is the main point of this reading?


	

	(a) What occurred during the Cuyahoga river fire of 1969?
	

	(b) What errors were there in the news coverage of the 1969 river fire?
	

	(c) How do the authors explain the different reactions to the fires of 1952 and 1969?
	

	(d) What does deindustrialization have to do with the reaction to the river fire of 1969?
	

	(e) What do the authors mean by a “growing suspicion of industrial landscapes”?
	

	(f) How were river fires before 1969 viewed?  As environmental problems?
	

	(g) How do the authors describe the reaction to the 1969 fire in the City of Cleveland?
	

	(h) How many river fires do the authors describe prior to the 1969 fire?
	

	(i) When was the first river fire, what caused it, and what was the reaction?
	

	(j) What economic elements of city were threatened by the fires in 1883 and 1912?
	

	(k) What solutions were proposed to deal with river fires following the 1948 fire?
	

	(l) How was the 1952 fire treated?  That is, was it characterized as an environmental or economic threat?
	

	(m)  Why do the authors say that “In 1952, Cleveland was still obviously an industrial city”?
	

	(n) What happened to industry in Cleveland between the fires in 1952 and 1969?
	

	(o) What happened to the population of Cleveland between 1950 and 1980?
	


