Video Commentary: The Storm
On pages 160 and 161, the textbook give you a brief story about governmental failures during Hurricane Katrina.  Henry includes this in a chapter on corruption, productivity, waste, and program evaluation, suggesting that the traditional conception of corruption has been expanded to include a broader notion of governmental failure and ineptitude.  In my view, this was evident even in the nineteenth century, when corruption (like Tweed’s) was an even greater public concern, and certainly in the early twentieth century when the founders of public administration (like Frank Goodnow) were articulating new ways to think about the relationship between politics and administration.  Cities at the turn of the century faced numerous problems (transportation, water supply, sewage disposal, etc.) that were not adequately addressed by party politics, and advocates of more active government were very concerned with the competence of public officials to address these big problems.  Often, they faced severe resource constraints, with cities unable to fund all the infrastructure they needed.
In this video, you see that these problems have not gone away.  Start with the Special Video below by a New Orleans resident who recorded the rising waters; ask yourself what public officials could have or should have been doing during this period.  What would have been your expectations had you been as a citizen in trouble?
Next, watch the videos at The Storm web site.  As you watch, consider again the relationship between politics and administration, especially in the history of FEMA.  Think about the skills required of public servants who are called upon to respond to emergency situations.  Think also of the ways that organizational structure (hierarchical versus flat) affect responsiveness, and how coordination among government agencies played a role in what happened.  Questions of federalism play an important part in this video, as do decisions about how money is spent and who has the authority to make such decisions.  Finally, think about the role of cost-benefit analysis in disaster planning: is it better to spend money on preparation or response?  These ideas can seem abstract, but this video shows how big and often vague issues have very real consequences.
Special Video:

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/storm/view/special.html 

The Storm:

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/storm/view/ 

