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	What is Brecher & Horton’s thesis in this article?


	
	

	Facts: Are You Paying Attention?

	(a) New York City’s fiscal crisis occurred in what year?  


	
	

	(b) According to Petersen, what are the three broad areas of public expenditure?
	
	

	(c) What are the “uncontrollable commitments” in local budgeting?
	
	

	Arguments: Did You Understand?

	(d) What do the authors say about the inevitability of urban decline?
	
	

	(e) What do the authors say about the fixed nature of local government spending?
	
	

	(f) What role does “innovative management behavior” play in helping cities deal with decline and crisis?
	
	

	Synthesis: Can You See Connections?

	(g) In what ways does the “innovative” behavior of public managers in the wake of the New York City fiscal crisis seem similar to the behavior of top officials at the Port Authority as portrayed by Doig?
	
	

	(h) What would worry Plunkitt most about the responses to urban decline reported by Brecher & Horton?
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