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Free Trade Debate: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers
(including pages/quotations/key terms)

	What is the thesis of this reading?


	

	Office of the US Trade Representative

	(a) How important is Colombia as a trading partner with the US?  


	

	(b) What US industries will be helped by the trade agreement with Colombia?
	

	(c) What are the major reasons for the US to engage in more trade with Colombia?
	

	(d) How will more trade with the US help Colombia? 
	

	(e) On what categories of US products did Colombia levy tariffs?  About how large were those tariffs?
	

	(f) How might Irwin respond to the claim that “The Agreement’s provisions will give US exporters a strong competitive advantage over European and Asian supplier”?
	

	(g) Why would the Office of the US Trade Representative spend so much time explaining how much machinery and equipment manufacturers will benefit from the trade agreement with Colombia?
	

	Cassidy, False Expectations

	(h) What does Cassidy mean when he says that the US has “become a nation driven by conventional wisdom of free trade and comparative advantage”?
	

	(i) Who are the primary beneficiaries of increasing trade with China?
	

	(j) Why is it important for Cassidy that US exports to countries that made no trade concessions to the US (like those in Europe) increased more than exports to China which made significant tariff and non-tariff concessions?
	

	(k) What is the significance of exchange rate policy for trade policy?  How does exchange rate policy figure into China’s development strategy?
	

	(l) What five lessons does Cassidy offer for improving US trade policy?
	

	(m)  What is the significance of Cassidy’s claim that “Ambassador Robert Zoellick declared eight years ago that trade policy was a subset of foreign policy”?
	

	(n) What does Cassidy mean when he says that “China needs to open China to China”?
	

	RECALCA

	(o) What is the significance of the “labor flexible” policy?
	

	(p) According to RECALCA, what is the Uribe administration’s strategy with respect to the role of labor in the trade agreement with the US?
	

	(q) Why is RECALCA concerned with immigrant rights and barriers against the movement of manual labor?
	

	(r) What is the status of the labor movement in Colombia?
	

	(s) What conditions in the fresh flower industry are troubling to RECALCA?
	

	(t) On what issues might RECALCA and the USTR agree?
	

	Colombian Ministry of Trade

	(u) What might Irwin say about the use of the term “preferential access” in a free trade treaty?
	

	(v) According to the government of Colombia, what is the main benefit Colombian businesses will get from this treaty?
	

	(w)  In 2004, what was income per capita in the US and Colombia?
	

	(x) In what ways will the Colombian agricultural sector benefit from the treaty?
	

	(y) What is the “Agro, Secure Income” program?
	

	(z) What initiatives will the government of Colombia undertake to insure that the treaty benefits its citizens?
	

	(aa) What is the role of biodiversity in the treaty?
	

	(ab) What is the significance of the cultural reserve clause and the screen quota?
	


