Free Trade Debate Instructions
In this exercise, students will debate the merits of the free trade agreement between the United States and Colombia from the perspectives of the actors involved: the U.S. government, the government of Colombia, a Latin American labor group, an American policy think tank.  During the discussion, students will offer suggestions regarding how a successful trade agreement might be structured to address the concerns of the participants.

Procedures: Students should read all the perspectives below and have answers to all the questions posed in the STUDY GUIDE.  During the debate, teams may be assigned any perspective and even more than one perspective, so come prepared to represent all the perspectives.

Federal Perspective: Office of the United States Trade Representative, “The Case for the U.S. - Columbia Free Trade Agreement” and “U.S. - Columbia Trade Promotion Agreement.”
American Think Tank Perspective: Robert B. Cassidy, “False Expectations of Trade Agreements: Lessons for Change,” Economic Policy Institute.

Latin American Labor Perspective: “Free Trade Agreement and Labor Rights,” RECALCA: Columbian Action Network in Response to Free Trade and FTAA.

Latin American Government Perspective: “Tratado de Libre Comercio, Colombia – Estados Unidos, Resumen,” Ministerio de Comercio, Industria, y Turismo, Excerpts.
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