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SARS in Toronto: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers
(including pages/quotations/key terms)

	(a) What is SARS, how does it spread, and how is it diagnosed?
	

	(b) How many cases of SARS were identified in the Toronto area and how many people died?  How many cases were there in the City of Toronto and how many people died?  How did that compare to other cities, like Hanoi?

	

	(c) What were the dates of the SARS crisis in Toronto?  How did the disease arrive in the city?
	

	(d) What factors contributed to the spread of the disease?
	

	(e) Draw a diagram showing how the disease moved from the first person to bring the disease from Hong Kong to Toronto to the cluster of cases that appeared in the Philippines.  Indicate where transmission occurred. 
	

	(f) Who was responsible for addressing the outbreak?  What institutions were involved and what was their role?  What authority and responsibility did they have?
	

	(g) What was ProMED and what role did it play in the crisis? What was iPHIS and what role did it play?
	

	(h) What are the pros and cons of closing a hospital suspected to be location for transmission of the infection?
	

	(i) What is quarantine, what are the steps involved in imposing one, and what problems does it entail?  About how many people were subjected to quarantine?
	

	(j) What is an epi curve and how might it be used to assist in such a health crisis?  What is an epi link and why was it important?
	

	(k) What organizational structures were created or used to address the outbreak and where the pros and cons of their approaches to the problem?
	

	(l) What powers and authority did the governments involved in the crisis have and what were their limitations?
	

	(m) What directives did crisis leaders issue, to whom did they issue them, and how did they communicate them?  What problems did they have with compliance?
	

	(n)  What is WHO and what role did it play in the crisis?  What was its main concern about the disease in Toronto?
	

	(o) What was SARS II and why did it occur?  How did it compare to SARS I and how was it resolved?
	

	(p)  What role did elected officials play in the outbreak and its resolution?
	

	(q) How does SARS in Toronto compare to SARS in Singapore?  What accounts for the differences in the course of the crisis in each city?
	


