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	What is the thesis of this reading?


	

	Facts: Are You Paying Attention?

	(a) Why are immigrant workers essential to the prosperity of advanced capitalist economies?  


	

	(b) How did Britain respond to post-war labor shortages and what were the consequences for the composition of the labor force?
	

	(c) What has happened to London’s labor market in the last 30 years?  What role do immigrants play in it?
	

	(d) Why are immigrants attracted to low-wage work in cities like London? 
	

	(e) What types of immigrants do low-wage employers prefer and why?  What differences do they see between native and immigrant workers?  Between regular immigrants and irregular immigrants?
	

	(f) What is the hiring queue and how does it work?
	

	(g) What is the percentage of foreign born in London and from which countries do they come?  What is the percentage of foreign born in the labor market?  In the labor market for cleaning jobs?
	

	Arguments: Did You Understand?

	(h) What role does government play in shaping the hiring queue in London’s labor market?
	

	(i) What will be the likely effect on the labor market in London of the British government’s recent changes to immigration policy?
	

	(j) Who is about to be pushed to the bottom of the hiring queue in London’s labor market and why?
	

	(k) Do all immigrants experience the same pattern of upward mobility over the course of their work lives?
	

	(l) What role does the benefit system play in shaping the labor market?
	

	Synthesis: Can You See Connections?

	(m)  In light of current policy, what do you expect London’s labor market to look like in the foreseeable future?
	

	(n) To what extent is there a common “immigrant experience” in a global city like London?
	


