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Below are links to the readings for Debate Quiz #1 and for the Immigration Perspectives Debate.  All students in all teams are responsible for all the readings.  
Immigration Perspectives Debate Instructions
In this exercise, students will articulate the perspectives of the actors involved in immigration debates, including immigrants, native-born Americans, politicians, labor, and business, and explain how those perspectives interacted to influence policy decisions.  The readings used to ground the discussion will be primary texts from the period between 1890 and 1924, the year the United States imposed immigration quotas that dramatically reduced the number of foreigners entering the country.  The discussion should reveal why immigrants came, how they were perceived, and how those perceptions affected public policy.

Procedures: Students should read all the perspectives and have answers to all the questions posed in the STUDY GUIDE.  During the debate, teams may be assigned any perspective and even more than one perspective, so come prepared to represent all the perspectives.

Readings
Federal Perspective: David A. Reed, “America of the Melting Pot Comes to an End,” New York Times, April 27, 1924.
Labor Perspective: W. Jett Lauck, “The Industrial Significance of Immigration,” Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 93 (January 1921): 185-190.
Industry Perspective: “Statement of Mr. S. L. Lawton,” Extracts from Hearings on H.R. 7826 and H.R. 11730, House Committee on Immigration and Naturalization, January 1923, 18-26. (NOTE: Lawton’s testimony is on pages 18-26 of this document)
Immigrant Perspective: Mary Antin, The Promised Land (1912), 4-11, 22-24, and Oral History of Peter Mossini in Peter Morton Coan, Ellis Island Interviews, 43-46.
