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Gordon, Chapter 1: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers
(including pages/quotations/key terms)

	What is the thesis of this chapter?


	

	Facts: Are You Paying Attention?

	(a) What is a “point of sale” community?  


	

	(b) In what year were the present-day boundaries of St. Louis established?
	

	(c) How many incorporated municipalities were there in the twelve-county metro St. Louis area by 2000?
	

	(d) As of 1997, how many distinct political units were there in the St. Louis metro area?
	

	(e) What was the largest source of revenue for the City of St. Louis in 1950, 1980, and 2000? 
	

	(f) What was the Hancock Amendment?
	

	(g) What is fiscal capacity?
	

	(h) What happened to the real value of St. Louis’s tax base in the post-war era?
	

	Arguments: Did You Understand?

	(i) What were the consequences of Missouri’s home rule policy in the St. Louis area?
	

	(j) What does Gordon conclude about both efforts of regional planning advocates and “growth machine” proponents in the City of St. Louis?
	

	(k) What major changes occur to St. Louis’s tax base in the post-war era?
	

	(l)  What evidence does Gordon present to back up his claim that “The economic and demographic crisis of St. Louis . . . was also a fiscal crisis” (66)?
	

	Synthesis: Can You See Connections?

	(m)  What does Gordon mean by the phrase “discriminatory opportunities” (39)?
	

	(n) How are the policies detailed in this chapter associated with changes in retail location discussed in the Introduction?
	


