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Gordon, Chapter 4: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers
(including pages/quotations/key terms)

	What is the thesis of this chapter?


	

	Facts: Are You Paying Attention?

	(a) What is the “basic logic” of urban renewal (156)?  


	

	(b) What were Chapters 353 and 99?
	

	(c) What is tax increment financing?
	

	(d) About how many urban renewal areas were blighted under Chapter 353 between 1954 and 2000? 
	

	(e) What is a URC?
	

	(f) What is spot-blighting?
	

	(g) What is CDBG?
	

	Arguments: Did You Understand?

	(h) How did the focus and purposes of urban renewal change over time?
	

	(i) What role did the federal government play in the urban renewal projects undertaken by St. Louis?
	

	(j) Why does Gordon conclude that “TIF has underwritten sprawl and worsened the condition – urban blight – it professes to address” (182)?
	

	(k) What does Gordon conclude about the success of urban renewal in St. Louis?
	

	(l) What conclusion does Gordon draw from Map 4.11?
	

	Synthesis: Can You See Connections?

	(m)  What does the evidence in this chapter say about the “iron law of urban decay”?
	

	(n) In what sense does this chapter support Gordon’s contention that the story of urban development in St. Louis is “irretrievably racial in its logic and in its consequences”?
	


