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Gordon, Chapter 5 and Conclusion: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers
(including pages/quotations/key terms)

	What is the thesis of this chapter?


	

	Facts: Are You Paying Attention?

	(a) What is blight?  


	

	(b) What was the court’s decision in Berman v. Parker (1954)?
	

	(c) When did St. Louis officials formalize the administrative procedures for blighting property?
	

	(d) According to the Housing Act of 1954, what percentage of federal funds could be spent on commercial development in an urban renewal project?  What percentage in 1965?
	

	Arguments: Did You Understand?

	(e) What does Gordon mean when he says that an imprecise and elastic definition of blight encouraged a game of “musical chairs” in St. Louis?
	

	(f) How were blight decisions made and by whom?
	

	(g) What were the results of an imprecise definition of blight
	

	(h) Why did communities seek blight declarations?  Did suburban communities ever do so?  What did they blight and what did they put in its place?
	

	(i) What does Gordon mean when he says that efforts to save the city almost always ended up hurting it more?
	

	(j)  Gordon concludes that “cities represent perhaps the most fundamental failure of public policy in modern America.”  What solutions does he offer in the face of this history of failure?
	

	Synthesis: Can You See Connections?

	(k)  What does Gordon mean when he says that the story of urban development in St. Louis is not about markets and private choices?
	

	(l) What public policies are most important for understanding urban development and what were their results?
	


