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Ngai, “Architecture of Race”: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers
(including pages/quotations/key terms)

	What is the thesis of this reading?


	

	Facts: Are You Paying Attention?

	(1) Who was Dr. Joseph A. Hill?  


	

	(2) What were the main terms of the Immigration Act of 1924?
	

	(3) What were the main differences between the immigration acts of 1921 and 1924?
	

	(4) What was the treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo and why was it important to the immigration debates of the 1920s? 
	

	(5) Which inhabitants of the US in 1920 were explicitly excluded from the universe of persons used to establish quotas?
	

	(6) Who was Francis Walker and what arguments did he make about immigration?
	

	(7) When was the Border Patrol formed?
	

	Arguments: Did You Understand?

	(8) What does Ngai mean when she writes “The legislative history of immigration quotas turns on the endeavors of lawmakers to make race-based laws appear to be not racist” (68, note 4)?
	

	(9)  How did the relationship between race and nationality in the “national origins” formulation of the Immigration Act of 1924 differ for European and non-European immigrants?
	

	(10) What does Ngai mean when she says “while Euro-Americans’ ethnic and racial identities became uncoupled, non-European immigrants – among them Japanese, Chinese, Mexicans, and Filipinos – acquired ethnic and racial identities that were one and the same.  The racialization of the latter groups’ national origins rendered them unalterably foreign and unassimilable to the nation . . . casting Mexicans as illegal aliens and foredooming Asians to permanent foreignness” (70)?
	

	(11) Why was it so difficult to establish a clear definition of “national origins”?  How did the immigration law eventually define “native stock”?
	

	(12) What role did the following these acts play in the immigration debate: the Nationality Act of 1790; the 14th Amendment; the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882?
	

	(13) How did the US Supreme Court’s decisions in Ozawa v. US (1922) and US v. Thind reinforce the treatment of Asians established in the Immigration Acts of 1917 and 1924?
	

	(14) What does Ngai mean when she says that “Although Congress was unwilling to impose quotas on Mexican immigration or to exclude Mexicans on racial grounds, it did seek to restrict Mexican immigration by administrative means” (89-90)?
	

	Synthesis: Can You See Connections?

	(15) The famous poem by Emma Lazarus engraved on the Statue of Liberty reads (in part) “Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free.”  To what extent does Ngai’s interpretation of the Immigration Act of 1924 support this view?
	

	(16) How does Ngai’s interpretation of the Immigration Act of 1924 square with the ideal of America as a melting pot?
	


