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Waldinger, “Immigration”: Study Guide
	Questions
	Answers
(including pages/quotations/key terms)

	What is the thesis of this reading?


	

	Facts: Are You Paying Attention?

	(1) What does Waldinger consider to be the most classical of liberal goals? 

	

	(2) According to the 2005 World Values Survey, what percentage of OECD nation residents voiced support for the idea that their countries should “let anyone come”?
	

	(3) What percentage of Americans want immigration reduced?
	

	(4) What percentage of American Hispanics wanted immigration reduced? 
	

	(5) What percentage of American liberals want immigration reduced?
	

	(6) What percentage of America’s foreign born residents are citizens, candidates for citizenship, or undocumented?
	

	(7) Did deportations decrease, increase, or stay the same between 1997 and 2009?
	

	Arguments: Did You Understand?

	(8) What does Waldinger mean when he says that there is “an ever-growing gap between democracy and demography” (216)?  What are the consequences of this?
	

	(9) What is the old American dilemma?  What is the new American dilemma?  How do the two dilemmas differ?
	

	(10) What does Waldinger mean when he says that international migration produces “a conflict of ‘right against right’ from which no escape can be found” (217)?
	

	(11) What does Waldinger mean when he says that there has been a “shift from ethnic to a more universal form of selection” with regard to immigration policy (219)?
	

	(12) According to Waldinger, which types of immigrants are more likely to receive permanent status?
	

	(13) What does Waldinger mean when he notes that “the United States has implicitly opted for a policy that facilitates, rather than constrains, undocumented migration” (221)?
	

	(14) What does Waldinger mean when he says that “the very pressures making for ever-more trespassable borders are the same that make it easy to ignore the strangers in our midst” (224)?
	

	Synthesis: Can You See Connections?

	(15) How has the immigration policy debate changed between Ngai and Waldinger?
	

	(16) What similarities are there between Ngai’s portrayal of immigration policy and Waldinger’s?
	


