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Continuous

Absorption

Foucautt, the French physicist, observed in 1848 that a flame containing
sodium would absorb the yellow light emitted by a strong arc placed
behind it. This was the first demonstration of a laboratory absorption
spectrum. These facts were brought together in 1859 by G.

Emission

In 1756 Thomas Melvill observed the emission of distinct pafterns of colour when salts were added to alcohol
fames. | By 1785 James Gregory discoverd th princples o difaction ratng and American astronomer Dayid
Ritenhouse mad the frst enginesred difaction graing. L n 1821 Joseph von Fraunhofersoifed tis
significant experimentalleap of eplacing a prism as the source of wavelength dispersion mproving the spectral
resoluon and alowing forte cspersed wavelengthsf be quantfied.”
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Continuous Radiation
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