Chapter 8

Newspapers: The Rise and
Decline of Modern Journalism




The Future of Newspapers?

“We will stop printing the
New York Times sometime
in the future, date TBD.”

-Arthur Sulzberger, New York
Times publisher, 2010




Colonial Newspapers and the Partisan Press

* Pennsylvania Gazette
(1729)

Operated by Benjamin
Franklin

Run with subsidies from
political parties as well as
advertising

* New-York Weekly Journal
(1733)

Owner arrested for
seditious libel
Jury ruled in his favor, as
long as stories were true

Decision provided
foundation for First
Amendment
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New - York Weekly TOURNAL

Comtaiming the freflefi Advices, Foreign, and Domeftick,

MU NDAT Decembenad, 1734,

A Continustion of the Woecedings con-
werning tbe e,

From the Votes of the Aflembly.
DieSab. oo A M 3 Nouw, 1734.

Melfage from the Council by

Mr. Livingfles, defiring this
Houfe toretorn by him, to thatBoard,
the (cver:a l.ﬂ!;e:mom ]oun;:k of Zr;

er’s, Nu 7» 47, 48.-49. @

g'm Frimed Bnllm’:_ w?:ic!: \tz're de-
Jivered by 3 Commuttee of that board
to a Committee of this Houfe, the
12k of Oflober laft, tozether with the
Propofals of the Commitcee of that
Board, delivered therewith, to 2 Com-
mitee of thisHoufe.  And then with-
drew.

On Treefilaw the 5tb of November, 1734,
Thbe Quearter Seffions far the Gty of
New-York beqaw, toben the Sbesif
delivered 1o tie Cowrt an order which
was rexd by the Clerk in thefe Words,

Ac a Coumeil beld az Forr George, in
New-York, the ¢ Nov, 1734,

Prefent his Excellency Williaw Cofby,

Captain, General and Governor, 1o
chief, &,

Mr. Clark Mze. Chief Jultice,
Mr. Harifos, Mr. Courtland,
Dr. Coldem, I Me. Lane,

My, Lisimpfize, Mr. Herfostaden,
Mr. Kenrd;,' ' : L

Whereas by an order of this Beard
of this Day, fome of ;' Petes Zenger's
ournalls, entitled the Nerw-Tork week-
y Fournall, ¢ ontai the frefhelt
Advices, Foreign, and Domeflick
Numb. 7. 47. 48. 49. were ordered
1o be burnt by the Hands of the com-
mon Hangman, or Whipper, near the
Pjllory in this City, on Wd;?’h;
the 6th Inftant, between the Hours
of Eleven and Twelve in the Fore-
noon j a3 conmtaining inthem many
Things tending to Sedition and Fac-
tion, to bring his Majefties Govern-
ment into Contempt, snd 10 difturb
the Peace thereof, and Coataining in
them likewife, not only Refleftions
upon his' Excellency the Governor in
patticular, the Legiflature in general,
bor alfo upon the moft confiderable
Perfons in the moft diftinguithed Sea-
wions in thisProvince, [t is therefore
ordered that the Mayor, and Magift-
rates of this City, doatend st the
Barning of the feveral Papers or Jour-
mls sforefad, Numbered as above
Mentioned,

To Robert Lurting, Efg; Mayor o
the City of New-York, and
refl of vhe Magiffrate: for che faid
City and County,

Upon Reading of which, the Courtléar.

bid the entring thereof in their Bocks s

that Time, and many of them Mﬁk




Colonial Newspapers and the Partisan Press
(cont.)

* Two general types of newspapers
Political

Partisan press
Pushed the plan of a political group
Commercial

Served business leaders

Readership primarily confined to educated or wealthy men




The Penny Press Era:
Newspapers Become Mass Media

* Penny papers
Made possible by technology

Sold on the street

Cheaper paper and higher
literacy rates in the 1820s
caused a wave of penny
papers, most of which were
sold at newsstands instead of
by subscription.
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The Penny Press Era: Newspapers Become Mass Media (cont.)

* Penny papers were
innovative.

Reported local news and
crime

Separated news and
editorial

Neutral toward
advertisers
* Associated Press

Founded by six New York &
newspapers in 1848

First major news wire
service

L

THE PROGRESS QF THE CENTURY.




The Age of Yellow Journalism:
Sensationalism and Investigation

* Yellow journalism

Overly dramatic
stories and
investigative
journalism




The Age of Yellow Journalism:
Sensationalism and Investigation

* New York World * In addition to
Pulitzer encouraged sensational stories,
plain writing and the he instituted advice
inclusion of columns and
illustrations.

women’s pages,
generated a large
number of ads, and
crusaded for better
conditions for
women and
equitable labor laws.




The Age of Yellow Journalism:
Sensationalism and Investigation

* New York Journal * Hearst focused on
Hearst was lurid, sensational,
unscrupulous, but a and exploitative
champion of the stories, but he also
underdog. appealed to

immigrant readers
with large headlines
and bold layout




ompeting Models of Modern Print Journalism

1
Objectivity’ in Modern Journalism

* Ochs and the New THE FOURTH ESTATE

A NEWSPAPER FOR THE MAKERS OF NEWSPAPERS

York Times T

= =5 NEW YORK TIMES,

ONE VEAR UNDER THE MAX.

1SS VACHT NORNA SELIED I8
ACEMEXY OF OCHA

WHITISS WATERS

Distanced itself from e
yellow journalism

Focused on
documenting major
events

More affluent
readership

Lowered the price to a
penny to attract =
middle-class readers e e
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Competing Models of Modern Print Journalism
“Objectivity” in Modern Journalism

* Objective journalism | h, wha, When, Mf;;-;wa;
ROl l\‘ ‘“7‘ '
Distinguishes factual . ‘llulj_ll 'm,,»f nlo mil;.
reports from opinion
columns Supporting information; key quoles.
* Inverted-pyramid style ' |
Answers who, what, Additional facts, Information
where, when and quoles
(sometimes why and
how) at top Background and
Less significant details at ahemeie expianalions
bottom
Least important
Has come under lormaton

increasing scrutiny \




Competing Models of Modern Print Journalism

Interpretive Journalism

* Aims to explain key
issues and events, and
place them in a broader
context

Walter Lippmann ranked
press responsibilities

Supply facts for the record

Give analysis
Advocate plans Chronological Storytelling
* Embraced by broadcast

Nnews

Foreshadowing

Climax at End




Competing Models of Modern Print Journalism

Literary Forms of Journalism

* Literary journalism

272 Advocacy journalism is a genre of jour-

« “ %1 w8 nalism that intentionally and transpar-
AISO Ca”ed new W ently adopts a non-objective viewpoint,
j ourn aI| sm” WikmmdA - ysually for some social or political

purpose.
Fictional storytelling

techniques applied to N{?Ii:ti(]ll,

nonfictional material

» Attack on journalistic  MotherJones EEUHIEREH
objectivity

, the weekly
Responses included:

Standsa
Advocacy journalism
Precision journalism THE NEW REPUBLIC

A ! of Palities and the Arts

L}

At
LE




Contemporary Journalism in the TV and Internet Age

* USA Today
Used color and designed vending boxes to look like TVs
Mimicked broadcast news in the use of brief news items
* Online journalism redefines news.
Replaced the morning newspaper
Speeds up the news cycle
Nontraditional sources shape stories




Consensus vs. Conflict: Newspapers Play Different Roles

* Consensus-oriented journalism

Stories on local schools, social events, town government,
property crimes, and zoning issues

* Conflict-oriented journalism

Front-page news defined as events, issues, or experiences that
deviate from social norms




Newspapers Target Specific Readers

* African American
newspapers

Faced high illiteracy rates
and hostility from white
society during the Civil War
era

| s,
-"omumm.;,...m' ‘:}\ ST

Decline of black papers
TV and black radio stations

Loss of support from
advertisers

Economic decline reduced
ad budgets.

Mainstream papers raided
black papers to integrate
their newsrooms.




Newspapers Target Specific Readers (cont.)

* Spanish-language newspapers
Hispanic issues and culture largely ignored until the late 1960s
Mainstream papers added supplements, but many folded.

* Asian American newspapers

Helped readers adjust to foreign surroundings and retain ties to
their traditional heritage




Newspapers Target Specific Readers (cont.)

* Native American newspapers
Began with Cherokee Phoenix (1828)
Educated tribes about their heritage and build
community solidarity

* Underground press

Questioned mainstream political policies and
conventional values

Documented social tension with the voices of
students, women, minorities, and gay men and
women




Figure 8.1: Selected Alternative Newspapers in the United States

Willamette Week City Pages Pittsburgh

Portland, Ore. Minneapolis/ City Paper
St. Paul, Minn.

Westword
Denver, Colo.

Chicago Reader Boston Phoenix

SanFrancisco Af

Bay Guardian /= Village Voice

VATRY New York City

Washington
City Paper

Independent Weekly

LA Weekl
’ Chapel Hill, N.C.

Salt Lake City Weekly . |
Creative Loafing
Austin Chronicle Atlanta, Ga.

Austin, Tex. p. ,
X Riverfront Times N :
St. Louis, Mo.  Gambit Weekly MiamiNew Times

New Orleans, La.




Newspaper Operations

* Newshole
Makes up 35 to 50% of paper
Remaining space devoted to advertising
* Newsroom staff
Publisher and owner
Editors and assistant editors
Reporters




Newspaper Operations (cont.)

* Wire services and
feature syndication

Supplement local
coverage

Feature syndicates
provide work from:
Political writers
Editorial cartoonists

Comic-strip artists
Self-help columnists




Newspaper Ownership: Chains Lose Their Grip

* Newspaper chain
Company that owns several papers

Emergence of chains reflected the movement toward oligopolies
in the 1920s.

* In decline today
Fewer readers and less ad revenue
Consolidating and eliminating jobs
Selling off papers




Joint Operating Agreements Combat Declining Competition

* Newspaper Preservation Act

Allowed for the creation of joint operating agreements (JOA)

Two competing papers keep separate news divisions while merging
business and production operations for a period of years.

In 2012, only six remain in place

Monopolistic, but sometimes have been the only way to maintain
competition between newspapers




Readership Declines in the United States

* Decline began during the Great Depression with
the rise of radio.

* Dropped in the 1960s and 1970s
Competition from TV and weeklies

* Dropped again in the 2000s
Online readership increased

* Other nations have experienced increases in
readership.




Going Local: How Small and Campus Papers Retain Readers

* Small daily and weekly community papers are
doing better than many metro dailies.

Trusted media outlet in areas without many radio, TV
options
Serve a very loyal readership

Practice a consensus-oriented journalism that

doesn’ tresultin ad revenue dips when editors tackle
controversial topics




Blogs Challenge Newspapers’

* Rise of blogs in the
1990s

Initially dismissed as
amateur journalism

Gained credibility and
readership in recent
years

Traditional journalism
has entered the realm
of blogging.

Blogging has become a
viable main feature.

Authority Online
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Blogs Challenge Newspapers’

* Some mainstream
journalists have
blamed blogs for
lowering journalistic
standards.

Authority Online

* The blogosphere
would argue
otherwise, stating
that it constitutes the
“fifth estate,”
monitoring
journalists and
raising standards.




Convergence: Newspapers Struggle in the Move to Digital

+ Newspapers take advantage of the Internet’ s flexibility.
Unlimited space
Immediate updates
Links to related material
Multimedia capabilities

* Advances have yet to pay off.
Some papers are trying to establish a paywall.




Percent Growth in 2012

Figure 8.2: Percentage Change in Ad Spending by Medium, 2012
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New Models for Journalism

* New business model ideas
Developing new ventures
Support from wealthy universities and/or Internet companies
Newspapers as nonprofit entities
Public radio and TV focusing on local news
Universities becoming sources of news reporting

National Fund for Local News




* Citizen journalism

Also known as citizen
media or community
journalism

Activist amateurs who
use the Internet and
blogs to disseminate
news and information

Many news
organizations are trying
to corral citizen
journalists to make up
for journalists lost to
downsizing.

| REPORT

Alternative Voices
WITHOUT
FEAR OR

WTICENE:
JOVRNALIT
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Newspapers and Democracy

* Journalism is a vital, yet dangerous profession.
Over 900 reporters killed in the line of duty from 1992 to 2012

* Newsroom cutbacks also threatening many reporters

* As digital culture continues to grow, what will become of
newspapers?




