
Syllabus “Seminar in Development Economics” ECON-409, Spring 2012 
 
 
Instructor: Tobias Pfutze 
Office: Rice Hall 215 
Phone: (440) 775-8927 
Email: tpfutze@oberlin.edu 
Office hours: Tue 3:00pm-4:30pm, Wed 4:30-6:00pm or by appointment. 
 
Time: Wed 2:30-4:30pm 
Location: King 341 
 
 
Course objectives: The purpose of this course is to familiarize you with the process of designing 
and completing an original, quantitative, research project in the area of Development Economics.  
The course will introduce you to some of the most recent research in the field, which you will 
have to discuss in class. The final product will be a 15-20 page paper presenting your own 
research. You will be responsible for selecting your research topic and the data you will use.  
While the field of possible topics is wide, your paper must use data and multivariate regression 
methods to analyze a specific, testable question.  Although you must choose the topic, I will 
provide guidance on the suitability and focus of possible topics as you develop your research 
plans.    
 
 
Course requirements and grading schemes: You will be graded on your presentations of the 
assigned papers, the presentations of your own research, your class participation, and your final 
paper. While the exact number of presentations will depend on the final number of registered 
students, the composition of your grade will be as follows: 
 
Presentations of existing research: 20% 
Class participation:   20% 
Presentations of your own research: 20% 
Final paper:    40% 
 
The grade on your final paper will not only reflect the quality of the final product, but also your 
diligence during the research process (such as metting deadlines etc.). 
 
 
Discussion of existing research: You will be required to present 2 or 3 of the assigned papers in 
class. Your presentation should be 30-40 minutes, using slides, followed by class discussion. 
ALL of you are expected to read the papers before class.  In your presentation you need to be 
careful not to simply give a summary of the paper, but a critical discussion. The points you 
should be able to address are: 

• What is the paper’s principal question? Why is it relevant? 
• Does the paper address the question with the appropriate methods? What are the 

advantages/shortcomings of the methods employed? 



• How robust do you think are the results? Are there alternative interpretations of the 
results? 

• What, if anything, would you do differently? 
 
 
Developing your own research: You will need to come up very quickly with i) a research 
question (and one question only!), and ii) the data you will use in your analysis. You will have 
approximately four weeks for this. In the 5th week we will discuss your research ideas in class, in 
the 7th week, right before spring break, you will need to hand in a 1-2 page research proposal. 
Starting in the 9th week you will start presenting your preliminary results, and your final 
presentation will take place during the final 2-3 weeks. The assignments are the following: 
 
Presentation of research idea (5th week):  
You should prepare a short 10 minute presentation (if you like, you can use slides) addressing 
your research question, the data you will be using, and as brief discussion of your empirical 
strategy and the potential problems you expect to encounter. 
 
Research proposal (7th week):  
A 1-2 page summary of your research idea addressing: 

• What is your question and why is it relevant. 
• What is the existing literature on this question?  
• What data are you going to use? What are the advantages/limitations of the data? 
• What methodology will you be using? Why are you using it? 

 
Presentation of preliminary results (9th-10th week): 
A 20-30 minute presentation, followed by a discussion of your results in class. At this point you 
should be able to present the following: 

• How is your question embedded in the existing literature? If it exists, what is the 
prevailing answer at this point? 

• Presentation of your methodology. 
• Presentation of summary statistics for your data. 
• Preliminary results. 

 
Final presentation (11th-13th week): 
A 30-40 minute presentation built upon the previous one. It should roughly have the following 
structure: 

1. Introduction: What is your question? Why is it interesting? 
2. Literature Review: Brief discussion of the existing literature on the question? 
3. Methodology: Which methods are you using and why? 
4. Data: Which data are you using? What is its structure? What advantages/shortcomings 

does the data have? Presentation of summary statistics. 
5. Results: Presentation of your research results and their interpretation. 
6. Conclusions: How do your results contribute to the existing knowledge? Where should 

research go from here? 
 
Final paper (due: End of reading period): 



Your final paper should have, roughly, the following sections: 
• Introduction (1-2 pages) 
• Literature Review (2-4 pages) 
• Hypotheses and Methodology (2-4 pages) 
• Data and Descriptive Statistics (2-4 pages) 
• Regression results (3-5 pages) 
• Discussion/Conclusions (1-3 pages) 
• References  

 
Data sources: There are a wide variety of potential data sources. As you will need to come up 
with data very quickly you may want to consult the following sources: 
 
The most comprehensive data collection, country level, as well as, micro data, can be found on 
the World Bank webpage: http://data.worldbank.org/ 
 
The OECD Development Cooperation Directorate offers, among other things, the most 
commonly used data on foreign aid: 
http://www.oecd.org/department/0,2688,en_2649_33721_1_1_1_1_1,00.html 
 
Alternatively, you can consult the somewhat less comprehensive UN data: http://data.un.org/ 
 
The best collection on foreign aid data below the country level (to the extent that it is made 
available at all) can be found at: http://www.aiddata.org 
 
Household level data for a very large number of different developing countries, and in some 
cases for various years, are provided by the Demographic and Health Surveys. This data also has 
the advantage of being comparable between different countries: 
http://www.measuredhs.com/Data/ 
 
In addition, and depending on your language skills, many countries provide their own census or 
national survey micro data free of charge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Outline 
 
 
Week 1: Organizational meeting, assignment of presentations. 
 
 
Week 2:  William Easterly, Ross Levine; “Tropics, germs, and crops: how endowments 

influence economic development”; Journal of Monetary Economics (2003). 
 
Rafael La Porta, Florencio Lopez de Silanes, Andrei Shleifer, Robert Vishny; 
“The Quality of Government”; Journal of Law, Economics and Organization 
(1999). 

 
 
Week3: Nathan Nunn, Leonard Wantchekon; “The Slave Trade and the Origins of 

Mistrust in Africa”; American Economic Review (2011). 
 

Melissa Dell; “The Persistent Effects of Peru’s Mining MITA”; Econometrica 
(2010). 

 
 
Week 4: Craig Burnside, David Dollar; “Aid, Policies and Growth”; American Economic 

Review (2000). 
 William Easterly, Ross Levine, David Roodman; “Aid, Policies and Growth: 

Comment”; American Economic Review (2004). 
 

Alberto Alesina, Davis Dollar; “Who Gives Aid to Whom and Why?”; Journal of 
Economic Growth (2000). 

 
 
Week 5: Presentation of research ideas. 
 
 
Week 6: Esther Duflo; “Schooling and Labor Market Consequences of School 

Construction in Indonesia: Evidence from an Unusual Policy Experiment”; 
American Economic Review (2001). 
 
Dean Yang; “International Migration, Remittances and Household Investment: 
Evidence from Philippine Migrants’ Exchange Rate Shocks”; The Economic 
Journal (2008). 

 
 
Week 7: Esther Duflo, Michael Kremer; “Use of Randomization in the Evaluation of 

Development Effectiveness”; Paper prepared for the World Bank Operations 
Evaluation Department (OED) Conference on Evaluation and Development 
Effectiveness in Washington, D.C. 15-16 July, 2003. 



 
 Angus Deaton; “Instruments, Randomization, and Learning about Development”; 

Journal of Economic Literature (2010). 
 
  Due: Research proposal 
 
 
Week 8: Edward Miguel, Michael Kremer; “Worms: Identifying Impacts on Education and 

Health in the Presence of Treatment Externalities”; Econometrica (2004). 
 

Abhijit Banerjee, Esther Duflo, Rachel Glennerster, Cynthia Kinnan; “The 
miracle of microfinance? Evidence from a randomized evaluation.” Working 
Paper (2009). 

 
 
Week 9: Presentations of preliminary results 
 
 
Week 10: Presentations of preliminary results 
 
 
Week 11: Presentations of preliminary results/Final presentations 
 
 
Week 12: Final presentations 
 
 
Week 13: Final presentations 
 
  Due: Final Paper 
 


